
APA REFERENCING – HOW TO’S  

Tips: 

 Your Reference List is arranged alphabetically by author’s last name. 

 Begin your Reference List when you start your assessment task. 

 If a text has more than one author, write the names in the same order as they are on the title page of the book. 

 When there are more than four authors, list the first three as usual then write the final author’s name after an ellipsis (three dots …) 

 Insert in-text citations as you write. 

 For four or more authors in an in-text citation, use et al. (Latin for ‘and others’) after the third author. 

 

Text Reference List In-text Citation 

Book – one author 
 

McCallum, A. (2003). Germany 1918 – 1945 (2nd ed.). 
Sydney, Australia: Heinemann. 

McCallum (2003, p.55) has suggested that… 

Book – 4 or more 
authors 

 
Smith, C., Iampolski, E., Elms, L., …Rowland, R. (2011). 
Maths quest 7 for the Australian curriculum.  
Milton, Australia: Wiley & Sons. 
Note the use of the ellipsis (…)  

First citation: 
According to Smith, Iampolski, Elms et al. (2003, pp.29 - 30) 
the study of… Note that when there is more than one page, 
the notation changes to pp. 
Second citation: The study of mathematics … (Smith et al., 
2003, p.66) Note the use of et al. 

Periodical article 
Kenworthy, C. (2013, Winter). Adding effects to after 
effects. Screen Education, 70, 90-93.  

An alternative view is suggested by Kenworthy (2013, 
p.91)… 

Movie 

Scorsese, M. (Producer), & Lonergan, K. 
(Writer/Director). (2000). You can count on me [Motion 
picture]. United States: Paramount Pictures. 
** If you viewed the film on DVD, [DVD] should replace 
[Motion picture]. 

(Scorsese & Lonergan, 2000) 



Website 

Ogilvie, D. (n.d.). Why I don’t eat honey. Retrieved 
November 27, 2006, from 
http://www.vnv.org.au/WhyBeVegan.htm 
** (n.d.) is used if the date of publication is not 
available.   
*** If the author is not noted, begin the reference with 
the title of the document. 

(Ogilvie, n.d.) 

Podcast 
Rissian, L.C. (Producer). (2012, May 4). Twelve parsecs 
[Audio podcast].  
Retrieved from http://itunes.apple.com 

(Rissian, 2012) 
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